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BITSAA Vision  
 Maximize the potential of BITSians and BITS Pilani 

  
BITSAA Mission  
 Make BITSAA the best and most well networked alumni community in the world and positively enhance your 

professional and personal lives. 
 Give back to BITS Pilani to strengthen the infrastructure, student exposure and education quality. 

 
  Chairman’s Message  

  

Dear Fellow BITSian,  

I welcome you to BITSAA International! I am excited to usher in 2010 as we build on 
the Alumni Association’s accomplishments of the past year.    

One of BITSAA International’s goals is to help you stay connected with other 
members and with BITS Pilani, our alma mater. I hope BITSAA International serves 
as a catalyst in furthering your lifelong learning, professional development, and 
personal enjoyment.  I expect a connection with BITS, regardless of the physical 
distance between you and your campus, is rewarding.  I encourage you to bring in 
alumni who are left out of the network, and I welcome new ideas for strengthening 

our association.    

By way of giving back to BITS, the alumni association with your support is engaged in a wide range of activities 
and fundraising aimed toward enhancing the quality of BITS education, its faculty, its infrastructure, its student 
body, affordability of BITS education to the economically disadvantaged, and ultimately the BITS Pilni brand. I 
hope you will be inspired to participate in one or more of these worthy initiatives.  Last year, we were just shy of 
$100,000 in fund raising, which supported the Acyut Robotics project, Kris Ramachandran Faculty Excellence 
Award, and the BITS Pilani Auditorium audio system – are you listening?  Next year’s goal is to more than double 
our fundraising by raising Rs 1 crore ($225K)! 

 
BITSAA International is a volunteer organization. I am proud of the association’s leadership team comprising 
highly talented BITSians. I am continually surprised by their effort, enthusiasm, and dedication. Over time, this 
pantheon of leaders needs to be replaced.  The weary leaders would like to pass the baton to rejuvenate the 
association with new ideas, new vision, and new beginnings! 

 
With Best Wishes, 
Dr. SP Kothari 
Chairman of Trustees, BITSAA International 
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Vice Chancellor’s message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. L K Maheshwari, Vice 
Chancellor, BITS Pilani 
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Nagesh, Andhra State Board Topper. BITS Pilani’s 
1975-1980 batch and Nirmaan’s quick action on 

providing financial support enabled Nagesh to join 
BITS Pilani 

BITSAA Initiatives – what we do 

To realize our vision of “Maximize the potential of 
BITSians and BITS Pilani”, BITSAA International’s 
initiatives are geared towards Students, Alumni, 
Education at BITS campuses and the BITS Pilani 
Brand. Read along as we walk you through the 
different activities BITSAA International undertook 
in 2009 to maximize the potential of the BITSian 
community. 

Andhra Board Topper at BITS, Pilani  
Eenadu, a leading Telugu newspaper reported on the 
2nd of July 2009 that Mr. Nagesh from Adilabad had 
scored 993/1000, topping the Andhra Board Higher 
Secondary Examinations for the year 2009 and also 
secured direct admission to his dream university - 
BITS Pilani. The paper had further reported that 
Nagesh came from an economically disadvantaged 
family and that he would not be able to afford 
education at BITS. 
 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

As soon as he saw the news came, Rakesh Anugula, 
BITSAA International’s Director of Campus 
Relations, got in touch with Nagesh and assured him 
that his education at BITS Pilani would not suffer due 
to his economic conditions. Based on Rakesh’s input, 
Eashwar Koneru from BITSAA (1975-80 batch) and 
Mayur Patnala, a BITSian and Vice President of 
Nirmaan swung into action and assured support to 
Nagesh.  

BITSAA ‘75-‘80 and Nirmaan together helped Nagesh 
join BITS by contributing towards the admission fee 
as well as the first semester tuition fee. They also 
connected Nagesh to the Lanco Foundation which 
has agreed to sponsor the rest of his education at 
BITS. The initiative taken by BITSAA and 
Nirmaan for Nagesh’s education goes out to show 
that when a mission is taken up with passion, there 
are no dreams too large and no frontiers beyond 
reach.                        

The Anitha Ashokan initiative  
In May 2009, Anitha Ashokan a 2004 batch BITSian 
from the Goa campus was diagnosed with Balo, a 
rare case of multiple sclerosis. Anitha was 
hospitalized and was undergoing critical care 
treatment, when the news of her illness was brought 
into the notice of BITSAA. BITSAA International took 
up the case of helping Anitha and a SWAT team led 
by Shwetha Kailash (‘04) was formed. This team was 
in constant touch with Anitha‘s family and received 
regular updates on her progress. BITSAA 
International decided to help Anitha’s family 
monetarily, by raising funds and non-monetarily, by 
reducing her overall medical expenses. BITSAA 
reached out to the BITSian fraternity and the target 
fundraising amount of Rs 5lakhs was reached within 
3 days. Over 220 donors from all over the world 
donated and an amount of $14721 (7 lakhs) was 
raised for Anitha. A blog has been set up on the 
bitsaa.org portal which is regularly updated with 
funding details, Anitha’s medical condition, the 
donors list and the overwhelming comments left by 
donors. Anitha’s family has used the funds donated 
by BITSians to settle her outstanding medical bills. 
Her family expresses their heartfelt thanks to the 
alumni network for their contribution, the effort that 
they had put and for the support and prayers(see 
textbox below) 

Anitha’s case struck a chord with BITSians all over 
the world and they offered their unwavering 
support, love and prayers throughout this campaign. 
Time and again, initiatives like this showcase the 
strong BITSian spirit and the passion to help a fellow 
BITSian in need. We BITSAA International bow to the 
persistent support of our alumni network for making 
this initiative a grand success and giving Anitha’s 
family a helping hand in their hour of a crisis.  
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The Class of ‘71 Fundraiser 
 The class of ’71 will be getting together for a reunion 
at Pilani in November, 2009. In the early stages of 
planning and discussions, the batch felt that the key 
ingredient of the celebrations should be the 
fulfillment of their social responsibility to give back a 
little for the benefit of future generations that will be 
passing through the portals of our great institution.  
This is when the class of ‘71 turned to BITSAA 
International to pull it off.  
 
The teams within BITSAA International got engaged 
in this campaign- from choosing a project on campus 
to fund, to the rapid disbursal of the money that was 
raised in India and the US. The campaign raised over 
Rs.10.3 Lakhs and from start to finish, the effort took 
less than 8 weeks. The seamless way in which people 
of various BITSian vintages (from the Class of ’64 to 
the Class of 2010!) dispersed across the world 
worked together was striking. The end result -- the 
BITS Pilani Auditorium Audio System got a much-
needed facelift thanks to the efforts of the Class of 
'71. Did you hear that clearly? 
 
Bits2Marathon  
Bits2Marathon is a group for fellow BITSians and 
alumni to help budding runners achieve their dream 
of running a Marathon (42.195km).  The initiative 
was started as a Googlegroup by three BITSians, who 
are also recreational runners, with the main aim of 
promoting running within the BITSian community 
and to use it as a means to stay connected with 
friends. The group is organizing its first event, a 
global run - "BITS World 5K Run" on the 6th of 
December to heighten activity, as well as to increase 
the network on the Bits2Marathon community. 

 
BITSAA International helped BITS2Marathon by 
providing infrastructure in the form of a homepage 
on www.bitsaa.org and also provided credibility and 
support to the group through the BITSAA brand 
name. The group will also benefit by getting publicity 
for the upcoming event through BITSAA newsletters 
and posters, mailed to members registered with 
bitsaa.org.  
 
Run along BITSians -- its all for a worthy cause !! 
 
 
BITS Pilani at the Robo Games 
This summer, two BITSian teams (Team Acyut and 
Automized Minds) became the first-ever Indian 
teams to win medals at Robo games, held at San 
Francisco. The teams brought back one silver and 
two bronze medals to Pilani.  

 
This success was made possible by the unwavering 
support of BITS Alumni around the world who 
contributed more than $30,000 for team ACYUT. 
BITSAA helped the students with the raising of funds 
for developments, sourcing materials and parts, 
logistics and media coverage. 

 To celebrate the medals, BITSAA Silicon Valley 
hosted a reception in which ACYUT danced to 
Bollywood tunes and showed some kung-fu moves. 
The event drew a crowd of more than 400 people, 
the largest ever for a BITSAA event in the Silicon 
Valley.  

Alumni contribution and support has enabled a 
“Robo” phenomenon on BITS Pilani campuses that 
has inspired an entire generation of students to 
pursue Robotics.  

BITS2MSPHD 
 BITS2MSPHD wants to help BITSians get into top 
notch MS and PHD programs around the world. In 
2009, BITS2MSPHD continued to expand its impact 
on the BITSian Community. Our achievements for 
2009 included the following. 
 
 The group currently consists of over 2300 

alumni and current students of BITS Pilani and 
its campuses. The group has grown leaps and 
bounds, with just a little over 1000 members on 
1/4/2007 to 2300 members on 11/11/2009 – 
an increase of 130% in 2 ½ years! 

“..The moral support and 
assistance given by all of you 

give us the strength to fight out 
and save Anitha from the 

clutches of this disease. Above 
all, with your kind wishes, love 
and support we sincerely hope 
that the Almighty will listen to 
all your prayers and bless her 

with speedy recovery..”  

Anand Ashokan – Anitha’s 
brother 
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The Acyut Team . BITSAA International raised $6892 for 
Team Acyut in 2009 thanks to donors like you 

 
 Compared to 2008, there was a 25% increase in 

the number of admits and a 21% increase in the 
number of students with financial aid in 2009. 
 

 Abhijeet Bhalerao (MS student, Purdue 
University) conducted the talk   for the MS/PhD 
aspirants at the Pilani campus. At the Goa 
Campus, Akash Raman (PhD Student, Harvard 
University) conducted the talk via BITS Embryo .  

  
 “Promote brand BITS Pilani to admission 

committees”. In order to create more awareness 
about BITS Pilani and its campuses, 
BITS2MSPHD plans to visit 20-25 departments 
across different schools in departments across 
different schools in the US, and make the case 
why these top programs should be recruiting 
more BITSians. 

BITS2Bschool  
2009 was planned to be an exciting year for 
BITS2BSCHOOL. The group is almost 2,300-strong 
spread across various locations around the globe, 
with the goal to enable BITSians to get into top 
Business Schools around the world. This year admit 
so global b-schools such as LBS, Wharton, INSEAD 
and ISB were on the increase.    
 

One of the major activities currently underway is the  
BITS2BSchool Goes to B-School program. The first 
step in the process of building the brand 'BITS 'is to 
communicate the merits of the BITS experience and 
the prominence of various BITS alumnus in industry 
circles. The BITS2BSCHOOL team is working on 
creating a world class brochure that will highlight 
the achievements of BITSians in their professional 
careers. This brochure will be shared with admission 
committees of top B-Schools to encourage then to 
admit more BITSians to their programs.  
 
BITSAA Scholarships 
BITSAA International Scholarships envisions that no 
BITSian should be denied a holistic educational 
experience and the opportunity to compete with the 
best due to a lack of funds. BITSians have 
contributed over $65,000 till date for endowing 
various scholarships at the BITS Pilani campuses. In 
2009, BITSAA International distributed 25 
scholarships totaling to $12K – see Table below for 
detailed breakdown. 
 
Brij Bhushan (’64) Badminton Trophy 
With just two weeks to go for BOSM 2009, Brij 
Bhushan (’64) came up with the idea to start an 
award that honors the champions of badminton 
during BOSM .Within no time BITSAA planed and 
implemented the Brij Bhushan Badminton award - a 
rolling trophy and cash prize of Rs. 5,000. The award 
is sure to provide an encouragement to the winners 
of the badminton championships held during BOSM 
every year.  
 
0% APR Loans - Only at BITSAA International 
BITSAA International’s Loan Scholarships are a 
brand new experiment to inculcate a sense of giving 
back amongst young BITSians. Needy BITSians who 
do not quality for any of the "regular' BITSAA 
Scholarships can avail an interest free (yes - 0% 
APR!) loan from BITSAA International. There is no 
legal documentation to be signed -- the Loan 
Scholarships run on honor code.  
 
Gaurav Singh (BITS-Pilani Goa) became the first 
BITSian to avail of a $450 loan scholarship to attend 
ASME Student Professional Development Conference 
at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. 
Gaurav Singh also became the first BITSian to 
successfully "give back" the loan to BITSAA 
International. 
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*This amount has already been returned 
 
Kris Ramachandran Faculty Excellence Award  
A generous contribution by fellow alum, Kris 
Ramachandran (1967 Batch) led to the creation of 
BITSAA International’s first award for Faculty at the 
BITS campuses. The award recognizes and 
encourages young faculty who have made significant 
contributions to BITS through innovations in 
research and teaching and consists of a rolling 
plaque, certificate and a cash award of Rs 1 Lakh. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
 
 
Graduate Application Scholarship 
The BITSAA International Graduate Application 
Scholarships were founded in 2007 to encourage 
BITSians to apply to the best schools around the 
world for pursuing MS and PhD programs. Three 
aspiring  BITSians  who  plan  to  pursue  their 
graduate   studies   in    top   tier   universities  will  be  
awarded  $ 500  each to  help fund their application 
fees to these programs.   
 

 

Contribution from the Trehan foundation  
BITSAA International saw a boost in its Operational 
and Endowment funds this year with a contribution 
of $ 9K by Mr.  Ranvir Trehan (Batch of '61). Ranvir 
donated $5K for BITSAA Travel Scholarships and an 
additional $4K to endow a cash prize of Rs 10,000 for 
the already –existing Ranvir Trehan Tennis 
Tournament Trophy awarded at BOSM   every year. 
 
Prashant Reddy, final year Chemical Engineering 
student at Pilani benefitted from Ranvir’s grant by 
availing $1000 to continue his off-campus thesis at 
Georgia Institute of Technology.  We are thankful to 
Ranvir for his generous contribution and for 
continuing to be one of the staunchest supporters of 
the Alumni Association.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BITSAA International Scholarships 
Disbursements 2009 

Scholarship No Amount expended 

Travel 4 $2427.5 

Graduate Application 3 $1500 

Sports Awards 2 $300 

0% APR Loan* 1 $450     

Merit Cum Need 14 $7400 
Academic Excellence 
Award 

1 $100 

TOTAL $12117.5 

“The work presented attracted the 
attention of delegates which helped me in 

publicizing my work and in upbringing the 
recognition of BITS at international level 

which would not have been possible 
without the support of BITSAA 

International” 

Buchi Reddy, Recipient of Travel 
Scholarship for presenting a paper at 

International Conference in, 
Ekaterinburg, Russia 

Ranvir Trehan BITS batch ’57 – ’61 and wife 
Adarsh at Pilani 

Jubilant winners of the Brij Bhushan trophy 
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BITSAA Silicon Valley’s ‘A Million Miles’ 
Program  
BITSAA Silicon Valley launched a unique program 
this year titled “A Million Miles”. Through this 
program, BITSians can donate airline miles to 
support international travel of students and faculty 
of BITS Pilani. The “A Million Miles” program is the 
brainchild of fellow alum Jayan Ramankutty (’75 
EEE) and is being led by Dilip Adityan (’99 EEE).  
 
Under Dilip’s leadership, the Million Miles Team has 
already collected 195,000 miles -- sufficient for 
funding  at  least  three travel awards in 2009.   
 
 
 

 
 
Arvind Pawan (’05 Phy & EEE) became the recipient 
of the first travel award through the Million Miles 
program. Arvind represented BITS Pilani at the 
prestigious 2009 IEEE Nano Conference held in Italy. 
The only undergraduate student selected to present, 
he fully credits BITSAA Silicon Valley Miles Program 
in making this unique opportunity a reality. 
   
The Million Miles program is currently accepting 
United Airlines Frequent Flyer, Mileage Plus, miles. 
To   contribute, please pledge your United Mileage 
Plus account miles in the online form. Alternatively, 
you can also fill the donor form in this report and 
email it to miles-program@bitsaa.org  
 

  
 

 BITSAA Scholarships  

Name Purpose Started Evaluation Method  

Bhushan Bhatia 
Scholarship 

50% Tuition fees for 2 students (1 male & 1 
female) in III year (need based). 

2009 Scholarships awarded based on financial 
need,  
 

Ashok Agarwal 
Scholarship 

Full tuition fee for a I year student (merit-
cum-need), Hyderabad campus. Endowed 
for 3 years. 

2009 Scholarships awarded based on both merit 
and 
financial need 

Rakesh Chandra 
Scholarship 

Full tuition fee for a II year student (merit-
cum-need), Pilani campus. Endowed for 3 
years. 

2009 Scholarships awarded based on both merit  
and financial need 

Project 
Sponsorships 

Scholarship aimed at specific projects. 2009 For special projects recognized by the 
campus unique fund raising is done and for a 
small funding directly through BITSAA 
corpus it is judged by a panel of BITSians in 
academics 

Hiralal Agarwal 
Memorial 

Scholarship 

Full tuition need-based scholarship 
awarded to a student from Faizabad, UP 
district. 

2009 Application accepted online (bitsaa.org) 
and awarded on need basis 

Brij Bhushan 
Badminton 

Award 

Trophy and cash prize of Rs. 5,000 awarded 
to the Winning badminton team during 
BOSM 

2009 Winning badminton team during BOSM 

Faculty Travel 
Scholarship 

Partial sponsorship of faculty who are 
selected to present their research or invited 
as guests to represent BITS at international 
conferences  

2009 Application evaluated by a team of Group 
Leaders on the respective campus and a 
team of BITS alumni currently working as 
faculty at international universities 

Faculty 
Excellence 

Awards 

Award recognizing the contribution of a 
young faculty who has contributed to 
research and student development at BITS 

2010 Faculty selected by a panel made up of 
eminent alumni and distinguished faculty of 
BITS 

Srikanth Analog 
Award and 
Fellowship 

Award for the best project in the field of 
Analog Electronics at APOGEE & a 
subsequent Fellowship to pursue a project  

2010 Evaluated by the Selection Committee of 
APOGEE consisting of Faculty members from 
BITS, Pilani 

Best Physics 
Student 

Award given to Best outgoing student of the 
Physics Group 

2010 Selected by the Group Leader and other 
faculty of the Physics Group 
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A Let’s promote BITS Pilani session in progress 

BITS Embryo 
Through BITS Embryo, BITSians around the world 
can enrich the learning experience at the BITS Pilani 
campuses by sharing their invaluable resources - 
knowledge   and   experience. There is no need to 
travel to the campus – the BITSEmbryo lectures are 
conducted online. All you need is a computer with an 
Internet connection. 
 
2009 was another blockbuster year for BITSEmbryo 
with the following lectures conducted by fellow 
BITSians 
 
 Prof. Padmanabhan Seshaiyer ('89) - Mathematical and 

Computational Modeling of Biological and Bio-Inspired 
Systems 

 Sudip Dutta ('95) - Career Choice in Sales 
 Prem Talreja ('75) - From an Idea to a Startup 
 Arun Maharajan ('99) - Why Germany for Higher Studies?   
 Shashikant Khandelwal('97) - Entrepreneurship right 

after the College 
 Avinash Modi('97) - Crude Unit - An Overview 
 Abhijeet Bhalerao('03) - MS/PhD Applying Guidance 
 Dr. S R Jayaprakash, - Computational Fluid Dynamics: 

Applications in Engineering 
 Anand Agarwal('75) - Personal Wealth Creation and Risk 

Management 
 Urvashi Rau ('97) - Remote Sensing Techniques 
 Jai Natarajan ('89) - Computer graphics: Art meets 

Technology 
 Aman Shaikh ('93) -  Computer Networking 
 Akash Raman ('04) - How to get into best universities 

across the world 
 

 
 
  

 
 

Let’s promote BITS Pilani  
The   Let's   Promote   BITS Pilani initiative   aims   at 
attracting  the brightest  minds to BITS Pilani by 
generating awareness amongst high school students 
across India about the value of the BITS Pilani 
experience. Introductory sessions for LPBP were 
conducted at various BITS Pilani campuses leading to 
sign up of more than 200 volunteers. In summer of 
2009, the LPBP team covered 91 high schools across 
India covering 11,103 high school students.  
 
Sagar Dughrekar   ('95) became the first alumni to 
conduct an LPBP session. Sagar collaborated with the 
Aurangabad chapter of The Institute of Engineers to 
deliver a session promoting the BITS Pilani 
experience to more than 450 attendees. The Pilani 
virtual tour was a huge hit amongst the audience.  
Since Sagar took the lead to organize LPBP sessions, 
there have been many successful sessions by alums   
like   Rajagopal   S,   Daniel Mascarenhas,   Dr. A. 
Srinivas Rao and  Prithwiraj Moulik.  Please sign up 
as a BITS Pilani brand ambassador with the LPBP 
team by emailing lpbp-team@bitsaa.org. The LPBP 
team will provide you with complete presentation 
material and a list of best practices to follow for such 
sessions.  
   

 

 

 

 

BITSAA Center for Entrepreneurial 
Leadership (CEL)  
BITSAA International’s Centre    for    Entrepreneurial 
Leadership aims at fostering the spirit of 
Entrepreneurship amongst the BITSian community 
by connecting existing BITSian entrepreneurs to 
aspiring entrepreneurs. BITSAA CEL’s 
accomplishments in 2009 include the following. 
 
Summer in a Startup  
Call it Practice School Three (PS-3), summer in a 
Startup aims at placing BITSians in hot startups in 
India. In 2009, CEL placed over 20 students in 

“..A very satisfying 
experience… makes LPBP a 

regular program…” 
Volunteer, LPBP 

“More than cheerful, 
encouraging & thrilling... it 

was tremendous ..”  Attendee, 
LPBP session 
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At BITSAA International’s Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership 
(CEL) Silicon Valley lecture with Mr Sunit Rikhi, VP Operations at 

Intel 

various startup companies thereby affording young 
BITSians, a firsthand snapshot of startup life. 
 
Sparks -- New Ventures Course  
In   a   trendsetting   initiative, Abhinav Khushraj (’95 
InfoSys), BITSAA   CEL’s Director, sowed the seeds 
for BITS Pilani’s first-ever course on 
Entrepreneurship titled Sparks. The purpose of 
Sparks is to not only study entrepreneurship but 
practice it. Student teams are expected to create a 
technology or product based startup and write a 
business plan. The course includes monthly lectures 
by successful entrepreneurs and VCs who also 
mentor the teams through the semester and beyond. 
 
The CEL Lecture Series 
Sunit Rikhi (’74 EEE), VP Operations at Intel, 
enthralled a group of 25 BITSians in Silicon Valley 
with his life story while he talked about “Advancing 
the leading edge of Moore's Law - Dealing with 
challenges & opportunities” as part of the CEL lecture 
series.  The inaugural CEL   lecture   in   Bangalore   
featured Phanindra Sama (’98 EEE) sharing his story 
of taking an “Idea to The India’s Largest Bus Ticketing 
Company – redbus.in”.  
 
Project Showcase  
BITSAA CEL has launched Project ShowCase in 
collaboration with the BITS Pilani Goa campus to 
create first-of-its-kind case studies of BITSian 
entrepreneurs and their entrepreneurial journey. 
These case studies will be used for Entrepreneurship 
and Management courses at the BITS campuses. 
 
The BITSAA CEL is looking for passionate BITSians to 
join their team. Please contact the team at cel-
team@bitsaa.org. 
 

BITS AID  
BITS. aid was created by Sudip Dutta (’95 Mech) with 
the  objective to connect BITSians to non profit 
organizations working to give back to the society. 
Sudip relaunched BITS.aid in 2009 to create a core 
group of 20+ volunteers. The   diverse   core   group   
aims   at   bring BITSians across the globe together to 
make a better society,   tackle   various   social   and   
environmental needs and establish new frontiers for 

BITSians to connect to    the    global    volunteering    
community.  

 
The BITS.aid team is currently managing active 
projects such as  
 
 Lend-A-Hand India – Plan 100 -  equips youth in 

rural India with job and life skills  
 Nirmaan- works towards poverty free 

knowledge and livelihood opportunities for the 
underpriviledged 

 Small Steps Foundation – focuses on education 
for underpriviledged girls 

 Gyonodhaya – imparts basic education to 
physically challenged meritorious children. 

 
Sandpaper 2.0 – BITSAA Alumni Magazine 
Sandpaper 2.0 - the BITSAA edition is BITSAA’s 
biannual alumni magazine - a magazine for BITSians, 
by the BITSians and about BITS, BITSians and 
BITSAA. The Sandpaper team published two issues 
this year. Dileepan Narayanan (’00 Mech) passed on 
Sandpaper 2.0 Chief Editorship baton to Meenakshi 
Chatterjee (’00 Phy & EEE) this year.  
 
Check out the latest Sandpaper 2.0 issues at 
http://sandpaper.bitsaa.org.  
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Sandpaper – Spring 2009 edition Sandpaper – Spring 2009 edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BITSAA Newsletter – Monthly Update on 
Everything BITSian 
BITSAA International’s publishes a monthly 
newsletter to keep the BITSian community informed 
with news and updates from BITS Pilani and the 
Alumni base. Satish Polisetti (’02 Mech & EEE) and 
his team works tirelessly to bring you the latest and 
the spiciest of news from around the world. 

 

 

 

 

BITSAA Teams 
BITSAA International’s teams work tirelessly day and 
night with burning passion to give back to our 
community. Here are quick updates from each team 
and what they are working on to make your BITSAA 
experience better.  
  
Technology Team 
The BITSAA  Technology  Team led by BITSAA’s CTO 
Sarath Kolla (’93 Bio Sci & CS)  focuses  on  designing  
and implementing  efficient  solutions  for  technical  
needs across  BITSAA,  and  provides  all  its  teams,  

chapters and initiatives with required infrastructural 
support to execute their goals.  The Tech Team’s 
2009 accomplishments include -  
 
 Launching the U.S.  and  Indian  editions  of  the 

BITSAA   International   online   e-Store  
 Preparing quality guided tours and tutorials for 

BITSAA chapters on how to make use of the 
unique features of the new portal.  

 Setup   an   automated   newsletter   and   Twitter 
Support 

 Provisioning Faculty membership type to  
encourage BITS faculty members to join the 
portal  

 Designing the web-version of the BITSAA 
International magazine Sandpaper 2.0 and 
revive older issues on the portal  

 Setting up CampusBuzz – Campus information 
blog maintained in collaboration with Campus 
Relations Team. 

 
Campus Relations Team 
The BITSAA Campus Relations team led by Rakesh 
Anugula (’02 MMS & Fin) acts as a bridge between 
BITSAA International and all BITS campuses thereby 
aligning BITSAA International with the priorities of 
the various campuses.  
 
The initiatives undertaken by the team this year 
include getting graduating students to sign up on the 
BITSAA portal, providing support to the placements 

Check out the latest BITSAA 
Newsletter in your Inbox or 

at 
http://newsletter.bitsaa.org 
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division, publishing campus update reports and 
recruiting volunteers   from various campuses. 
The Campus Relations team is currently working on 
"Sabbatical at BITS" to attract alumni in academia 
and industry to take up semester long teaching 
assignments at various campuses. Also in the works 
are blogs that can be integrated with the BITSAA 
portal to streamline the process of keeping the 
alumni informed about the campuses and vice versa. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communications Team 
The BITSAA Communications team led by Vinodh 
Nandakumar (’02 Mech) aspires to take the BITS 
Pilani brand to stellar heights and strives to create 
stronger channels of  communication among  alumni, 
the BITS Pilani campuses and vital stakeholders like 
the  media,  recruiters,  prospective  students and the 
general public. 
 
The Communications Team 2009 accomplishments 
include: 
 
 @bitsaa on Twitter - more than 500 followers 

updated continuously about various activities  
 100%   Placements - a   joint   effort   with   the 

placements division at BITS Pilani to conduct 
student recruitment events in Hyderabad and 
Bangalore. 

 Chapter    Connect - rejuvenating dormant 
BITSAA chapters and bringing the local chapters 
closer to build a stronger BITSians network  

 BITSAA Annual Report 2009 – and of course 
the biggest initiative of the year – getting this 
report ready for your pleasure.  

 

The Communications Team’s activities for the near 
future include reaching out to BITSAA local chapters, 
help them in conducting local activities and increase 
the membership on the BITSAA.org alumni directory 
 
Human Resources 
The Human Resources team led by Raghu Raman 
(’04 Instru) manages the most important BITSAA 
resource – its people – BITSians like you. BITSAA 
International has grown from three team members 
in early 2008 to 91 “Leaders” today. As we have 
grown in size, we have increased our ability to create 
impact on the lives of fellow BITSians to meet our 
vision of “Maximize[ing] the potential of BITSians 
and BITS Pilani”.  
 
If you are passionate about joining us on this journey 
and would like to volunteer for BITSAA 
International, please email the HR team 
humanresources-team@bitsaa.org.   
 
Scholarship Team 
The BITSAA Scholarship team handles creation of 
scholarships at various BITS, Pilani campuses and 
the disbursal and management of these scholarships. 
It also aims to create a global framework to enable 
alumni to actively donate and create scholarships. 
Uzma Hussain Barlaskar (’03 CS) works at creating 
new scholarships while Ashwin Gowda (’02 Chem) 
and his team manage existing scholarships. More 
than $6000 has been disbursed in 2009 for various 
scholarships the details of which have already been 
highlighted in earlier parts of the report.  
 
BITSAA International takes this opportunity to thank 
the alumni for their continued support. You can help 
achieve our mission and personally impact the life of 
a student by creating a scholarship or by donating to 
the BITSAA International Scholarship Corpus Fund 
and other initiatives. As a passionate alumnus if you 
are interested in creating a scholarship or donate to 
the BITSAA International Corpus fund, please get in 
touch with scholarships@bitsaa.org.  
 
Fundraising Team 
BITSAA International’s Fundraising team is led by 
Arun Aravind (’97 Gen Stu). The Fundraising team’s 
mission is to raise funds for BITSAA International's 
initiatives, including setting up of scholarships for 
students at BITS Pilani campuses and meeting the 
operational fund requirements of the Alumni 
Association.  
 

The BITSAA.org Alumni 
Directory is now 6000+ 

strong, has enabled 
collection of over $40k, 
sent over 82779 emails 

to registered alumni 
regarding events, 

gettogether's 
and 

newsletters since its 
inception in 2008. 
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In 2009, the Fundraising team led several 
fundraising drives namely (i)Anitha Ashokan 
initiative (ii)ACYUT (iii)Divya Nawale's Antarctica 
mission (iv)'66 Batch Fundraiser for sound system  
in  Pilani campus auditorium (iv)BOSM  tennis  and 
badminton prize money and trophies.  
 
As on Oct 15th 2009 the Fundraising team had raised  
$81,000 during the calendar year. One of the biggest 
achievements of the fundraising team for this year is 
launching of the online Estores both in the USA  and  
in India. You can visit the store online 
http://bitsaa.yourmembership.com/?page=eStore, 
to purchase some exciting BITS merchandise and 
take a trip   down   the   memory   lane.    
 
If you have some new ideas in your mind, that you  
would like to implement, email us at fundraising-
team@bitsaa.org, we will be happy to work  with  
you.  You could also support us by advertising with 
us, or sponsoring our website.  
 
 
BITSAA Investment Committee 
The BITSAA Investment Committee (BIC) led by 
Rajesh Chelapurath (’88 Phy & EEE) manages the 
BITSAA Endowment Fund. The team’s objectives 
include –  
 
 Generating proceeds to administer BITSAA's 

current endowed initiatives  
 Generate funds to support any other BITSAA 

need or obligations as deemed necessary by the 
BITSAA Trustees and Executive Team.  

 Grow excess endowment capital base to help 
support future initiatives of BITSAA  

 The BIC endeavors to achieve these objectives 
via appropriate investments within a combined 
investment portfolio called the BITSAA  
Endowment Fund (BEF).  

 
2009 Highlights  
The last quarter of 2008 and year-to-date 2009 has 
seen one of the most tumultuous periods in financial 
market history. Some of the highlights of BIC's 
activities, and points to note, during this period are 
as below. For detailed information on the BITSAA 
Endowment Fund see the BITSAA International 
Financial Statement 2009 in this report. 
 
 Investments and Principal The BEF has grown 

over the years (since its inception value of 
approx. $10,000 in April, 2003), via a 

combination of investment returns and new 
endowments, to $102,749 (September 30, 2009 
close; * including Brij Bhushan's accrued pledge 
obligations), exceeding $100K for the first time 
in BITSAA's history.  
 

 Principal Protection of the BEF investments 
within the context of BITSAA's obligations and 
need for capital appreciation is of utmost 
importance.. According to reports in The Wall 
Street Journal the median investment 
performance of Large University Endowments 
(including Harvard, MIT, Yale, Columbia, and 
others) for the one-year period ending June 30, 
2009 (typical University Endowments' fiscal 
year end) was -18%. During this same one-year 
period the BEF performed respectably versus 
this Large University Endowments peer group 
(although the size is not comparable) with an 
investment return of -7.6%.  

 
 Year-to-date, as of September 30, 2009 the BEF 

had an investment rate of return of +17.4% 
 
 Custodial Transition - To facilitate access to an 

enhanced universe of investment choices and to 
lower costs, BIC moved  BEF's custodial platform 
from a Retail platform to an institutional one, at 
TD Ameritrade institutional.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“..The BITSAA Graduate 
Scholarship gave the much-

needed boost to my confidence.. 
The scholarship support also 

helped me concentrate on the top 
programs and drastically reduce 
the number of safe-schools that I 

was planning to apply to..” 

Pritwiraj Moulik – Graduate 
Application Scholarship 

Recipient 08-09 
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Bitsaa Endowment Fund 
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BITSAA operational Funds 
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Donation Form - International 

Please fill this out and mail to: 

Kaushik Subramanian, CFO, kaushik@bitsaa.org 

243 Buena Vista Ave, Apt 1801, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
Federal EIN# 22-3835037 

DONOR INFORMATION 

Name: 

BITS Batch (year of entry) and Degree(s): 

Street Address:       

City, State, Zip:  

Phone Number:   

Email Address:  

DONATION AMOUNT 

Recurring Donations  Yes, please send me reminders for donation every ______ months 
   No, I would prefer to make a one-time donation 
Donation Mechanism I’ve enclosed a check payable to ‘BITSAA International’ 
   I will donate by credit card on www.bitsaa.org/donations 

Please mark ‘X’ against the initiative(s) that you would like to contribute to, along with the allocation: 

______ BITSAA General Fund    Donate: $______________________ 
______ Student Travel Grants    Donate: $______________________   
______ Graduate Application Scholarships   Donate: $______________________ 
______ Let’s Promote BITS Pilani    Donate: $______________________ 
______ Other/Create Endowment (specify)   Donate: $______________________ 
______ BITSAA Miles Program    Donate:  _________________Miles 

Creating an endowment: A perpetual endowment in your name or in the name of a loved one can be created with a reasonable sized 
donation. For example, a $25,000 endowment donation can create an annual disbursement of $1,250 for any initiative that you would like to 
support. 

United Airlines Mileage Plus Account Number: 

Miles Expiration Date        : 

In case of other airlines, if you are willing to pledge a minimum of 30000 miles, please mention the name of the airlines. We will contact you 
regarding the same. 

DONATING SECURITIES 

Have you thought about donating securities to BITSAA International? BITSAA can sell your securities and the proceeds used towards the 
initiative or program of your choice. Appreciated securities (stocks/mutual funds) held for more than one year can result in double tax 
benefits. 

 You receive gift credit and an immediate income tax deduction for the fair market value of the securities on the date of 
transfer, no matter what you originally paid for them.  

 You pay no capital gains tax on the securities you donate.  
 You can direct your gift to a specific fund or purpose.  

If you are interested, please contact us at kaushik@bitsaa.org and we will send you more information to coordinate this transfer to 
BITSAA International.  

 Yes, I am interested. Please contact me at my email ID.   No, Thank You.   
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BITSAA Donation Form – India 

Please fill this out and mail to: 
 
Uzma Barlaskar, uzma@bitsaa.org 
Flat 402, Srinivasa Towers (Near ITC Kakatiya), Begumpet, Hyderabad 500016   

DONOR INFORMATION 

Name: 

BITS Batch (year of entry) and Degree(s): 

Street Address:       

City, State, Zip:  

Phone Number:   

Email Address:  

DONATION AMOUNT 

Recurring Donations  Yes, please send me reminders for donation every ______ months 
   No, I would prefer to make a one-time donation 
Donation Mechanism I’ve enclosed a check payable to ‘BITSAA International India’ 
   I will donate by credit card on www.bitsaa.org/donations 

Please mark ‘X’ against the initiative(s) that you would like to contribute to, along with the allocation: 

______ BITSAA General Fund    Donate: Rs______________________ 
______ Student Travel Grants    Donate: Rs______________________   
______ Graduate Application Scholarships   Donate: Rs______________________ 
______ Let’s Promote BITS Pilani    Donate: Rs______________________ 
______ Other/Create Endowment (specify)   Donate: Rs______________________ 
______ BITSAA Miles Program    Donate:  __________________Miles 

Creating an endowment: A perpetual endowment in your name or in the name of a loved one can be created with a reasonable sized 
donation. For example, a Rs 12.5 Lakh endowment donation can create an annual disbursement of Rs 65,000 for any initiative that you 
would like to support. 

United Airlines Mileage Plus Account Number: 

Miles Expiration Date        : 

In case of other airlines, if you are willing to pledge a minimum of 30000 miles, please mention the name of the airlines. We will contact you 
regarding the same. 

DONATING SECURITIES 

Have you thought about donating securities to BITSAA International? BITSAA can sell your securities and the proceeds used towards the 
initiative or program of your choice. Appreciated securities (stocks/mutual funds) held for more than one year can result in double tax 
benefits. 

 You receive gift credit and an immediate income tax deduction for the fair market value of the securities on the date of 
transfer, no matter what you originally paid for them.  

 You pay no capital gains tax on the securities you donate.  
 You can direct your gift to a specific fund or purpose.  

If you are interested, please contact us at kaushik@bitsaa.org and we will send you more information and coordinate this transfer to 
BITSAA International.  

 Yes, I am interested. Please contact me at my email ID.                   No, Thank You.  
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Donor list 2009 

BITSAA International would like to thank all the donors for their generous contribution. 

Aalap Tripathy Tirumala Talasila Prithwiraj Moulik Neelam Goyal Vivek Iyer S.P Kothari Kartikeya Mayaram Abilash Radhakrishnan 

Abhijeet Bhalerao Krishnan R M Shashanka Nikhil Kolar Madhav Segal Srideepti Kidambi Kartik Bandhuvala Vikram Bodicherla 

Abhishek Iyer Sandhya Kodali Muralidhar Nittala Vijay Mahadevan Kiran M Sridhar Adurti Kaushik Subramanian Vikrant Bhaskrwar 

Abhijeet Joglekar Sandhya P Kartik Sampath Pitchappan R Subhash P Srinivasan N Keerthi Manthati R Deepak Gurajada 

Abhijit Pattewar Sangeeta Iyer Kalyani K Ranvir Theron Gopalakrishnan S Sanketh Shetty Karthik Subramanian Lakshminarainan R 

Abhilash 
Ravishankar 

Sangeetha 
Narasimhan 

Kapil Goenka Samrat Kulkarni Rosanto P I Madhu Koneni Kishore Javvaji Ramanujan Valmiki 

Abhinav Khushraj Sanjay Phanse Karthikeyan M Madhav Vodnala Pradosh Mohapatra Suresh Ganapathy Venkat Ramanan Ramdas Narayanan 

Vikas Kasturi Vishwanathan 
Badrinath 

Kartik Hosanagar Srivastha S 
Chakram 

Prahalad Rangan Krishna 
Mamidipaka 

Venkateswarao J Rathish Balakrishnan 

Addala Bhargav Harris Mohd 
Ismail 

Pradeep Elango Mahesh Hegade Prasad Deshpande Krishna Kalyani K Venkata Malladi Ravi Ramakrishnan 

Aditi Pany Harsha Gadi Pradeep K E Prashant G Prasad Kadiyala Krishnamoorthy R Viggy Mokkarala Srikanth Subramanian 

Aditya Mathur Prasanna 
Krishnan 

Pradeep Kumar G Shashikant 
Khandelwal 

Subramanian 
Easwaran 

Kalyan C Kondi Veeresham Ramini Ravikanth Thatipamula  

Adrita Bhor Raman Jayanti Pranesh 
Sundararajan 

Reema Roy Sateesh Kolapalli Karthi Jayaraman Venu Palaparthi Ravitej Vennapusa 

Ajay Prasad Jayant Somani Nataraj Ganapathy Subhodeep Ghosh Sundararajan 
Sowrirajan 

Karthik 
Kuppusamy 

Vidyarani Dyaberi Roopa Kakarlapudi 

Ajay Rungta Vasanth Kumar R Krishna Hegde Pravee J Rao Venkata Machiraju Karthik Reddy Ramaswami Kishore Rosanto Paramban 

Akash Raman Satheesh B Sridhar V Rahul Sampath Venkata S 
Guthikonda 

Kaushik Krishna Vishrut Shukla Sabarinath Saran 

Alpana Chatterji Prem Gopalan Madhumitha S Ramji Venkat Venkataraman R Vinodh N Kaushik Surendran Sachin Bedare 

Amit Deshpande Pritish 
Narayanan 

Sai  Praneet Reddy  Saikat Ghose Sivaramakrishnan N Kishore Kumar Venkatesh Yeshala Sagar Dughrekar 

Amit Khetan Priyanka B Srivatsan 
Gopalakrishnan 

Nitish Korula Srinivas 
Krishnamoorthy 

Sarvesh Bang Venkateshwarlu 
yadha 

Easwar Ramaswamy 

Amitabh Chand Priyanka gait Radhakisan Baheti Ram Katuri Kiran Gollu Keerthivasan N Jayanth Suravarapu Kaushik Surendran 

Anand K Raghavan P Rahul Jain Sukanya 
Varadharajan 

Paddy Padmanabhan Subhash Balam Vijay Devarapalli Indranil Roychoudhary 

Saumyaa Lakshmi Raj Rajeev Bhaskaran Sundi Natarajan Pravin Dalale Zahir Shaik Vara P Akella Shreedevi Srinidhi 

Anchit Malhotra Lakshmi Dinesh Rajiv Marwah Uttam Grandhi Lenny Abrao Pavan S Bade Vipin V Srinivas Avasarala 

Anil Gudise Lakshmi Dangeti Raju Reddy Murali Ganapathy Lajpat Lakhanpal Payal  Tandon Sandeep Kancharla Srinivas Parepally 

Anjum Hussain Karanpal S Kalsi Ravi Kora Nishi Gaddam Nagendra Koilada Phani Sunkara Umashankar N Surendra Mehta 

Ankit Agarwal Samar Sarma Srujana Ellanki Sridhar Adurti Tirumala Talasila Sarath Kamisetty Ravi S Ramakrishnan Kranthi Tappita 

Antonet Fernando Srikanth Mamidi Srinvas Jampani Sanketh Shetty Krishnan R Japa Reddy Satya P Devarakonda Ravi S Ramakrishnan 

Anup Sultania Venkata Gunnam Raghu Raman Sarath Kolla Sandhya Kodali Sriram V Sakhshi Arora Sweta Nandagiri 

Anviti Shastri Aruna C Sneh Sultania Raghavendran H Hamzath P M Mahipal Rathore Nagendran Parasu Venkatesh Naini 

Aravind Aluri Uzma Manik Vinnakota Raghunandan B Sangeeta Iyer Manoj Srivastava Nandhini V Srikant Modugula 

Aravind 
Sathyanarayana 

Rajesh 
Chelapurath 

Manoj 
Balachandran 

Raghuraman 
Balasubramanian 

Sai Subramanian Rajiv 
Soundararajan 

Stephen R Arokiasamy Venkatesh R Korukanti 

Manmath Kulkarni Shobana Desikan Saugata Chatterjee Raj Rao Brahm Potu Himani Apte Brij Bhushan Srikanth Pulavarthy 

Arun Aravind Prasanth S K DP Ayyadevara Ravitej Vennapusa Swarna L Mohan Rakesh Chandra Vishwanathan B Nithya Swaminathan 

Arun Maharajan Sindhuja T G P Rajagopalan Praveen Reddi Praveen Joginipally Shwetha C K Jaywanth Rao Ganesh Venkataraman 

Arjun Goyle Jagan Nemani Ganesh Krishnan Srinivas Vakiti Roy Ashok Shruthi Vembar Joseph Kuruvilla Dilip Adityan 

Ashish Garg Kumaraswamy B Ganesh Sankar Pradeep Banda Rakesh Angula Niranjan Bose Srikanth Jammulapati Dilip Varadarajan 

Ashish Shah Sanketh Shetty G N Sagar Lopamudra S Sandhya Krishnan Deepak Sharma Shriram Ganesh Dileepan Narayanan 

Ashok Agarwal Phanindra Sama Gopal Sadige Mohit Mittal Siva Chidambaram Deepali Khushraj Swapneel Donglikar Devendra Raut 

Bharati 
Balakrishnan 

Sudheer 
Mogilappagari 

Shashikant 
Khandelwal 

Sundaresan 
Venataramani 

Rajesh Chelapurath Deepthi Menon Chatrapathy 
Velagandula 

Raghu Raman 

Badhri Varanasi Sudip Dutta Shilpa Gupta Saravanavel B Siddharth Swarup Desmond D’sa Deepa Chelapurath Sailaja Madduri 
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A BITSian enterprise.   A BITSAA supporter. 

Bharath 
Ramaswamy 

Sundeep Gupta Ananth V 
Bhimavarapu 

Sreelakshmi 
Haridas 

Suvhasis 
Mukhopadhyay 

Dhivya 
Venkatachalam 

Deepa Mahidhara Lakshminarasimhan  S 

Bharath Palnati Pradheep Elango Kavirut Sridhar Visvanath Rajya L Tanguturi Rajeev Bhaskaran Deepak Tyagi Mohit Mittal 

Bala Vishwanath Mittal Monani Nishet Dayal Sreeram Yegappan Rakesh Gupta Ritesh Nagpal Deepak Malani Manasa Priya 

Ashwin Avasarala Sriram Gutta Mukul Chawla Ramakrishnan L Pracheer Gupta Srinivas Alladi Jagadeesh Krishnan Brinda Ashokan 

Bharathi Pitti Muralidharan M   Sherin Kurian Manigandan G BITSAA 73-78 Batch Naveen Darsi Janakiram Madipilli Raj Kalahasthi 

Bhaskar Agarwal Mustafa Safdari Satish Polisetti Neeraj Chandak Chandra Bhople Dolly Fernando Jay Sappidi Nandhita Santosh 

Sowmya Krishnan Ram K Ramachnadran S Punita Pandey Hima Telugu Nikhil Chandra A Buvana Dayanandan Chandra Sekhar Reddy 

Karthik Krishnan Subramanian 
Iyer 

BITS Class of ‘66-
‘71 

Anupendra Pankaj Dhingara Yogesh Shinde Nasir Memon BITSAA Ahmedabad 
Chapter 

Karthik Bandhuvula        

*We apologize if we have missed out your name. Please send an email to fundraising-team@bitsaa.org with your name, amount and initiative supported and we will update our 
records 

This publication of the annual report is brought to you by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceera Investments, LLC is a Registered Investment Advisor offering Customized Portfolio/ Investment Management for 
various types of clients. Using an investment philosophy based upon the thoughts and teachings of investing legends such as 
Warren Buffett, Philip Fisher, Benjamin Graham, Peter Lynch, and Charlie Munger we invest in a limited number of 
carefully-chosen investments that are expected to provide appropriate protection of principal and opportunities for an 
attractive rate of return. While we are typically compensated by an annual management fee (as a percent of assets under 
management), we also offer to clients who qualify under securities laws, a performance-based fee schedule where we get 
compensated if and only if we generate a rate of return in excess of a negotiated hurdle rate. For more details on our 
investment philosophy, advisory capabilities, and processes, please visit us at www.ceera.com or contact us at 713-3557523. 

 



 

 

 


